
  

   

 

 

 

 

Press release         9 February 2015 

The Vale Resort unveils historic conference venue for 2015 

An historic castle in south Wales, which has been used as stage set for Sherlock, Doctor 

Who and Torchwood, is reopening as a conference venue for the 2015 season, following the 

first phase of a multi-million pound refurbishment to restore it to its former glory. 

The 400-year old Hensol Castle, located within the grounds of the Vale Resort, is 

undergoing a £10 million revamp, the first phase of which will include introducing conference 

facilities in the new purpose-built Courtyard Hall, capable of hosting 320 delegates theatre-

style and 200 delegates banquet-style. 

The facilities at Courtyard Hall will be complemented by five smaller meeting rooms in the 

castle itself that can host between 10-100 delegates per room theatre-style, all of which will 

be available from April 2015.  

Phase two of the investment will include adding up to 30 bedrooms and a top-end restaurant 

with 120 covers, expected to be open by late 2016. 

The Courtyard Hall has been designed to be energy efficient with heat-retaining and heat-

reflective glass, low energy lighting and a natural grass and wildflower roof.  

Meanwhile, the 17th-century castle has original architecture, turrets, gothic towers and 

feature staircases, and its restoration is being completed in close association with the Vale 

of Glamorgan Council and CADW, the Welsh Government’s body responsible for preserving 

Welsh heritage.  

The former stately home, situated six miles outside of Cardiff city centre and three minutes 

off junction 34 of the M4, is set within landscaped gardens and has a 15-acre lake and 

serpentine pond.  

 



Stephen Leeke, managing director of the Vale Resort, said: “This is a really exciting 

investment for the Vale Resort and another significant milestone for us as a business.  

“The conference and event market is an important revenue stream for the Vale Resort, 

currently representing 25% of our business, and we anticipate significant growth in this 

sector on the back of this project. 

“The historic Hensol Castle gives us another string to our bow by providing an alternative 

option from our current contemporary offering at the Vale Resort. Event organisers can now 

choose from two very different venues that offer a combined total of 18 conference and 

meeting suites. 

“The real selling point for Hensol Castle is that it can be hired exclusively, which makes it 

highly attractive for organisations who want to conduct their meeting or event in complete 

privacy.”  

Dating back to the 17th century, this Grade I listed castle is steeped in history. Its previous 

owners include Samuel Richardson, who is credited with introducing the threshing machine 

to the world of agriculture and “Big Ben”, Sir Benjamin Hall, who oversaw the installation of 

the clock tower at the Houses of Parliament, which is apparently named after him. The 

estate was purchased by the Leekes family, who own the Vale Resort, in 2003. 

Hensol Castle had been closed to the public for almost a decade until 2014, when it was 

opened for weddings for the first time. Until then, it had only been used as a stage set for the 

television series Doctor Who, Sherlock Holmes and Torchwood.  

Until phase two of the development is complete, delegates who use Hensol Castle from April 

onwards as a conference venue can stay at the adjacent Vale Resort, which comprises a 

143-bed luxury four-star hotel, two championship golf courses, Wales’ largest spa, an 

extensive health and racquets club including a large gymnasium, pool, sauna and steam 

room.  

There are currently 13 multi-functional meeting and conference suites at the Vale Resort in 

the main hotel, the largest of which, the Castle Suite, can cater for up to 700 delegates 

theatre style and 420 for a banquet or dinner.  

Stephen Leeke continued: “Interest in Hensol Castle is extremely high and we’ve already 

had a number of enquiries from organisations keen to book from April onwards. Since 

opening Hensol Castle as a wedding venue last year, our wedding business alone has 

grown by 75% by 2015, and this bodes well for how the conference business will be 

received. 

“Meanwhile, our conference bookings in the main resort hotel are as strong as ever. This 

year, we will host the National Tourism Awards, UK Coaching Summit 2015, Royal Mint 

Annual Awards Dinner, South Wales Chamber Welsh Business Awards, as well as the 



Wales Head Teachers conference. This is in addition to being an official Rugby World Cup 

training venue, that will raise our profile on both a national and international stage”. 
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For more information please contact Carolyn Pugsley on 02920 545387 

carolyn.pugsley@freshwater-uk.com or  

Stephanie Metson Marketing Manager on 01443 667731- smetson@vale-hotel.com 
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History of Hensol Castle 

• In 1664, the first distinguished owner was Judge David Jenkins, a famous lawyer and 

supporter of Charles I during the Civil War.  

• The estate then passed into the hands of the Talbot family with Solicitor General 

Charles Talbot the first owner to be raised to the peerage, becoming the Baron 

Talbot of Hensol.   

• In 1790 the Castle passed to Samuel Richardson who is credited with introducing the 

threshing machine to the world of agriculture, before being sold to the Crawshays of 

Cyfarthfa – a celebrated family of iron masters.   

• During their ownership, it was also home to their daughter Lady Hall and her 

husband Benjamin Hall. Their eldest son, also Benjamin Hall, entered Parliament as 

a Liberal member for the borough of Monmouth. He caused a stir in the House on his 

demand that the Welsh should have the right to conduct church services in their own 

tongue. In 1885, he became Chief Commissioner of Works at Westminster, and 

during his time in office, he oversaw the construction of the clock tower at the Houses 

of Parliament. Legend has it that this was affectionately named after his stature as a 

‘towering figure’.   

• In 1927 Hensol Castle was sold to Glamorgan County Council. 

 

About the Vale Resort 

• In 1994, the family-owned retail company Leekes took ownership of the local golf 

club at Hensol. They proceeded to develop the club into the world-class Vale Resort 

set in over 650 acres of beautiful Welsh countryside.  

• The Vale Resort, 3 miles off junction 34 of the M4, is six miles outside Cardiff City 

Centre and only 2 hours from London. 



• The independent 4-star Vale Resort includes a 143-bedroom hotel, 700-seat 

conference facility, restaurants & champagne bar, award-winning golf courses, 

leisure and sports facilities, and a five-bubble spa.  

• With a strong focus on excellence and winning a host of industry awards combined 

with 13 state-of-the-art conference and event suites that can accommodate up to 700 

delegates, the Vale Resort is quickly becoming one of Europe’s leading resorts. 

• The Vale Resort is home to sporting excellence including the Wales’ rugby and 

football teams; Cardiff Blues and is a popular venue for premier football teams, 

including Real Madrid, Manchester United, Arsenal FC and Liverpool FC. 

 


